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Vicar   :    Rev. Fr. Dr. Raju Varghese 
  
Secretary:   Mr. Varghese Cherian   
 
Treasurer:    Mr. Jeemon Varghese  
 
Joint Secretary :  Mr. John Varghese 
 
Joint Treasurer :   Mr. Mathew P. John 

 
Board of Trustees  

Mr. Mathai Thomas-Mr. Manchayil T. Roy 
Mr. Abraham Pothen-Mr. Andrews V. Cherian 

Mr. Saji M. Pothen-Mr. Saju George 
 

Managing Committee  
Mr. Samuel Daniel (Ex-officio)-Mr. George Thamaravelil  

Mr. Philipose Philip-Mr. Chacko Paul 
Mr. G. Kochu Geevarghese-Mr. Varughese Abraham 

 
 Auditor  

Mr. Stanley Pathrose 
Prayer Meeting Coordinator  

Mr. G. KochuGeevarghese 
Building Engineer  

Mr. Mathew Thomas 
Sunday School  

Mr. John Muckadackal: Headmaster 
Mrs.Viji Kurian: Asst.Headmistress 

Martha Mariam Samajam  
Mrs. Aleyamma Muckadackal, Secretary 

Mrs. Jessy Pathrose, Treasurer 
Mrs. Lipsy Mathews, -Young Women’s Representative. 

MG.O.C.S.M 
Secretary: Ms.Amy Phillips—Treasurer: Ms.Princy Abraham 

  Malayalam & Music School    
       Coordinator: Thomas Alex– Principal : Mathai Chacko  

Webmaster  
   Saju George   
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A Tribute to His Holiness  Moran Mor Baselios 
Marthoma Mathews II  
     
                                 (Rev. Fr. Dr. Raju Varghese)  

 
I was thinking 
o f  H . H . 
Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II 
Bava Thirumeni, our Valiya 
Bava Thirumeni who has passed 
away recently. I would like to 
share my memories with my 
loving parishioners. 
My memory goes back to my 
younger ages. When I was in 
second or third grade, the pri-
mary school that I was studying 
had some major repairs. They 

transferred us to the Sunday school building near to our St. George 
Orthodox Church, Puthoor. One day, our teachers instructed us not 
to make any noise or not to run around because ‘Thirumeni’ is here. 
On our lunch time, there were  a few people at the room next to the 
Sunday school building, and the door was open. We could see them 
serving food to some one. We were looking through the window to 
see what is happening inside. Thirumeni saw us through the window, 
and H.G asked the people around to call us. We were so scared 
thinking that we did something wrong. Thirumni asked each one of 
us our names and gave us some grapes.. Thirumeni blessed us with 
his long fingers on our forehead, and asked us to make the sign of 
the cross. People around Thirumeni did not like that much. They told 
us to go away and we had to leave Thirumeni. This was the begin-
ning of a great relationship. I was looking for occasions to see this 
loving Thirumeni. After a while Thirumeni started recognizing me 
and I was so proud about that. I was thinking of my vocation to be a 
priest and I was in my struggle to make a decision. I was sharing my 
desire to my grandmother , my parents, and my Gracey Ammachy, 
( my grandmother’s younger brother’s wife).             -Contd. Page 4 



We decided to go and see Thirumeni. They were talking and I was 
listening. Thirumeni called me forward and  asked me some ques-
tions and told me to familiarize with the church services. Thirumeni 
gave me the permission to enter Holy Altar at Kannamkode Pally, 
Adoor. I still remember the night before that, in the late night, how 
much time Thirumeni spent for prayer. I was traveling with Thiru-
meni in many occasions. Thirumeni will pray and  nothing will 
bother him. 
Thirumeni recommended me to the Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary, Kottayam. H.G was motivating me at different levels of my 
theological studies. Thirumeni ordained me as a deacon as soon as I 
completed the seminary requirements. Thirumeni allowed me to 
have H.H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews I, Bava Thirumeni to con-
duct our marriage and my full deacon ordination. Thirumeni was so 
happy to see me and my wife. His Holiness with all the affection 
call us ‘rajan’ and ‘rani’. Any time one of us sees Thirumeni, H.H 
will ask for the other one. My priesthood ordination was from Co-
orilos Thirumeni, later on His Holiness became the   supreme head 
of the church . Thirumeni was praying for me and blessing me on 
many occasions. 
I remember the first Quirbana I have offered on the  day after  my 
ordination. Thirumni was standing on the side with a note book and 
a pen. After the service H.H was giving me all the corrections. Until 
then, I remember the corrections  Thirumni made  on most of my 
Holy Qurbanas.  
His Holiness has a great smile and a magnetic personality. H. H had 
all the qualities of a good shepherd and a great administrator. No 
one will forget Thirumeni even though they have seen him only one 
time. 
Every clergy who received ordination from your Holiness will not 
forget Your Holiness. Every family who received the sacrament of 
marriage will not forget your blessings. Every individual who have 
attended or received communion from you will never forget your 
Holiness.  
Now that you are in the company of angels and Arch angels, please 
pray and intercede for us. We will continue praying for you. The 
Church and the world will never forget you. 
 
(Portion of the article reproduced from November issue Newsletter) 
  



H. H. Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II Laid To Rest 
(Source: IOH News) 
Kollam Jan 29 2006: 
The mortal remains of 
His Holiness Moran 
Mar Baselios 
Marthoma Mathews II, 
former Catholicos of 
the East cum Ma-
lankara Metropolitan, 
were interred at Mount 
Horeb Monastery 
Chapel at Sastham-
kotta near here on Sat-
urday. He passed away 
on Thursday 5.10pm at 
Devalokam, the head-

quarters of the church near Kottayam. 
 
People from different walks of life, cutting across religious barriers, 
showed up to bid farewell to the departed former Catholicos whose mortal 
remains were laid to rest with full state honors. His successor Catholicos 
Baselios Marthoma Didymos I led the funeral ceremonies at the Mount 
Horeb Monastery chapel. 
 
His Holiness was leading a rest life after voluntarily resigning as the Su-
preme Head of the Church on 29 October 2005 by handing over his office 
to his successor H.H. Baselios Marthoma Didymos I.  
 
The body was brought to the Old Seminary chapel at Chungam, from the 
church headquarters at Devalokam, late on Thursday night. The body was 
kept at the Old Seminary here for public homage till 09:00 a.m. on Friday, 
and later taken to Elia Cathedral and from there to Sasthamkotta at 2.45 
p.m on January 27 Friday. An unending stream of faithful paid homage 
prior to it as the body, with ceremonial vestiges and scepter, was kept 
seated in a chair at Elia Cathedral for more than three hours from 11 a.m. 
 
Kottayam town, which had decades-long association with the departed 
spiritual Father, bid farewell to him as his body was taken in a flower-
bedecked special KSRTC bus from  Mar Elia Cathedral grounds at 2.45 
p.m. Hundreds of people lined up on both sides of the MC Road also as the 
cortege proceeded to Kottarakkara and from there to Sasthamkotta via 
Kundara in the afternoon.           Contd.  Page 6&7 



Church heads and political personalities gave their farewell speeches at in-
tervals during the course of the services led by Baselios Marthoma Didymos 
I, Church supremo and successor to the deceased. 
Holy Mooron was consecrated on March 26, 1999 at Catholicate Ara-
mana Chapel, Devalokam. Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar Dionysius 
was declared a Saint by him on February 24, 2003 at the Old Semi-
nary in his tenure. He was the sixth Catholicos in Malankara after the 
establishment of the Catholicate here in 1912 and 89th successor to 
the throne of St Thomas as Catholicos of the East.  
 
Baselios Marthoma Mathews II had a unique position among the 
heads of churches not only in India but in the world. Also he had the 
distinction of being the oldest serving Bishop of the Christian denomi-
n a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d . 
Baselios Marthoma Mathews II was born on January 30, 1915 at Kol-
lam Perinad as the eldest son of Puthusserazhikathu Puthenveetil 
Idikkula and Annamma. Ordained as Deacon in 1938 and then as 
Priest in 1941, he was noted for his prayerful life and spiritual leader-
ship. He had his religious training at the Kottayam Old Seminary and 
later at Basil Dayara, Pathanamthitta. Then he did his Bachelor of 
Divinity (BD) at the famous Bishop's College, Calcutta. He had  theo-
logical higher studies at the General Theological Seminary, NY . 
 
At the young age of thirty eight, on May 15, 1953, he was ordained as 
a Bishop of Orthodox Syrian church. Taking charge as Metropolitan of 
the Diocese of Kollam, he dedicated his service to the development of 
the Kollam Diocese. He was responsible for opening many educa-
t ional inst i tut ions and hospitals in the diocese.  
 
On May 1, 1980, the Malankara Syrian Christian Association which 
met at the M D Seminary, selected him as the successor to the throne 
of Catholicos of the East and Malankara Metropolitan. Later on 29 
April, 1991 he was enthroned as the Catholicos of the Church at Pau-
mala Seminary. 
His Holiness was noted for his spiritual leadership and loving nature 
and could endear himself to everyone who came in contact with him. 
He was known as “Angel Priest” at that time. In October 2002 he at-
tended the 10th International Christian-Muslim Conference at Man-
ama in Bahrain and was the chief guest of honor. He was friendly with 
leaders of other religions and encouraged all activities directed to-
wards the progress and development of the nation and promotion of 
communal harmony and maintenance of peace in the country. He 
was person of ecumenical  vision.  



In the arena of education, His Holiness established several schools 
and professional colleges including Kottarakkara St Gregorios Col-
lege, Adoor St Cyril's College, Kottarakkara B.Ed. College, Choval-
lur TTI, Sasthamkotta Public School, Chovallur St George Higher 
Secondary School, Kallada, Kuttikanam ITI, engineering colleges in 
Peerumedu and Sasthamkotta. Around 24 schools were also run 
under the direct supervision of His Holiness. 
 
His Holiness was also active in the field of social service. He estab-
lished several hospitals in Kollam, including Mar Theodesius Hospi-
tal at Sasthamkotta. He played an important role in elevating the 
Kolenchery Medical Mission Hospital into a Medical College. His 
Holiness also paid special attention to the development of hospitals 
in Kangazha and Parumala. 
 
Considering the miserable performance of Keralites in competitive 
examinations like civil services, he established a Civil Services 
Academy in Thiruvananthapuram, to provide adequate training for 
aspiring candidates. The activities of the academy have been com-
mendable.  
 
He initiated several programs to facilitate aid to the poor for building 
houses, employment opportunities and also launched a group mar-
riage program for conducting marriages of those girls who hail from 
economically backward homes. These activities are proof of his so-
cial commitment.  
 
His Holiness the Catholicos Baselios Marthoma Didymos I has an-
nounced three days official mourning and 40 days of special prayers 
as a mark of respect to the departed holy Father 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

News Letter Editors  
 
Philipose Philip                    Varghese Cherian 
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His Holiness’  Final  Visit  to Rockland St. Mary’s Church 
April 26, 2003 

Cutting the cake  on the occasion of  Episcopal Golden Jubilee Celebration of His 
Holiness & Silver Jubilee Celebrations of H.G. Mathews Mar Barnabas 



Important dates in  February 
Feb. 2   Mayaltho ( Jesus entry to the temple) 
Feb. 6   3 day lent starts 
Feb. 9   3 day lent ends 
Feb. 12   All Priests Sunday  
Feb. 19   All Souls Sunday 
Feb. 26   Kothine Sunday 
Feb. 27   Great Lent begins 
Important dates in  March 
Mar. 22  Mid - Lent 
Mar. 25  Annunciation 
Birth days in February 
02/02 Kristine Cherian   02/03 Susan Cherian 
02/03 Abraham Madampil 02/04 Roshin Varghese 
02/04 Mathews P. John  02/09 Jino Muckadackal 
02/13 Tina S.Thermadom 02/21 Alexander Madampil 
02/21 Jamie R. Mangalethu 02/24 Gracy George 
02/27 Mariamma Varghese 
Wedding Anniversaries in  February 
02/02 Achamma & Thomas Chacko 
02/04 Marykutty & Issac Mathew 
02/07 Susan & Fr. Raju Varghese 
02/08 Neetha & Thomas Kurian 
02/08 Annamma & Varghese Ninan 
02/10 Mariamma & Baby Varghese 
02/16 Lizy & Philipose Philip 
02/20 Viji & Benny Kurian 
02/25 Suja & Abraham Pothen 
May God bless everyone  who is celebrating their Birthdays and 
Wedding Anniversaries. 
 
Coffee host for February 2006 
 
Sunday  Feb. 5  Samuel Abraham 
Sunday  Feb. 12  Saji M. Pothen 
Sunday  Feb. 19  Mathai  Chacko 
Sunday  F|eb. 26  Abraham Pothen 
May God bless them. 
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Church News 
Condolence meeting 
Special Prayers and  condolence meeting was held  at our Church on  
Friday, January 27 and Sunday January 29 to commemorate the pass-
ing away of the former Catholicos and Malankara Metropolitan H.H. 
Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews II. Rev. Fr. Raju Varghese 
and Mr. Philipose Philip spoke on the occasion. Condolence message 
proposed by Varghese Cherian  and supported by Jeemon Varghese 
was read by the Secretary . Meeting ended with Dhoopa Prarthana. 
 
Election of Church Officials.: Mr. John Varghese is elected as 
the Joint Secretary and Mr. Mathew P. John as the joint Treasurer at 
the Managing Committee meeting . 
Church General Body:  Church General Body meeting  was held 
on  January 29th Sunday.  The following major decisions were taken. 
A) Decided to go  ahead with the Flat roof proposal and the  exterior 
renovation with a maximum amount of $ 250,000. 
B) Decided to do the interior work and also to replace the existing 
heating system with a new one , with a maximum amount of 150,000. 
C) Decided to drop off the proposal to buy the adjacent property. 
 
Marthamariam Samajam Election:  Mrs Aleyamma Mucka-
dackal was elected as Secretary and Mrs. Jessy Pathrose was elected 
as the Treasurer for the year 2006 during the annual  meeting. 
Sunday School day celebrations: This year’s Sunday school day 
will be celebrated on Feb. 5, 2006 after the Holy Qurbana.  
 
Condolence:  Mrs. Joyce Stephen, sister of our member Mrs. Jolly 
Geevarghese passed away on Jan. 15th.. The church extends its 
prayers and sympathy to the bereaved family. 
 
Congratulations:  A baby boy was born to Swapna & Binu on 
January 13. The Church extends its Prayers & congratulations. 
 
F& Y Conference: Registration forms are availavle with the Sec-
retary. This year’s Conference will be held at Hudson Valley resort 
and conference center. 



 
H..H  in  May 1953 when  he 
was  H..G. .Mathews Mar Co-
orilos , Asst. Metropolitan of  
Kollam  
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A word of gratitude:  
I have no words to express the irrepara-
ble loss and void caused by the passing 
away of the greatest spiritual leader of 
our church- His Holiness Moran Mar 
Baselios  Marthoma Mathews II . Al-
ways with a confident smile, which no 
body can ever forget, His Holiness 
took our Church to its present glory 
and heights. I am fortunate to have 
enjoyed the blessings of the Bava thiru-
meni for many many years. My rela-
tion to Coorilose Thirumeni is through 
my father who was a great admirer of 
His Grace’s activities.  I will never 
forget his concern and advice, prayer 
and dedication. The church and the 
world shall ever remember him. Let the 
soul of this Holy Father rest in the 
bosom of Abraham, Issac and Jacob. 
Your Holiness ,  Please  pray for us .  
                                   

Bava with Youth  movement members at the Kallada Project Volunteer  work. 



Our Members at different levels  of the Church 
American Diocese S.S Director 

Rev.Fr. Dr. Raju Varghese 
 

Sabha Managing Committee Member 
Mr. Philipose Philip 

 
Men’s Forum Regional Coordinator 

Mr. Abraham Pothen 
 

Diocesan Assembly Member 
Mr. George Thamaravelil 

 
M.M. Samajam Central Committeee Member 

Mrs. Saramma Abraham 

� 
���� !�

�����

 !���"����� �#��
������"��$�!%"� �������# &����

 

 


