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CHRIST IS RISEN – INDEED HE IS RISEN 
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OFFICE BEARERS 2010 

Vicar and President Rev. Fr. Dr. Raju Varghese 

Secretary Mr. Saji K. Pothen 

Joint Treasurer Mr. Chacko Paul 

Board of Trustees Mr. Chacko Paul  (2012); Mr. Mathai Chacko 
(2012); Mr. John Varghese (2011); Mr. Philipose 
Philip (2011); Mr. John Jacob (2010); Mr. John 
Abraham (2010)          

Managing Committee Mr. Abraham Pothen; Mr. Saju George;                            
Mr. Samuel Abraham; Mr. Varghese Abraham 
(Ex-officio); Mr. Benny Kurian; Mr. George 
Thamaravelil; Mr. Saji M  Pothen; Mr Varghese 
Cherian        

Internal Auditor Mr. Jacob Kurian 

News Letter Editors Mrs. Tinky Abraham; Mr. Saji K. Pothen  

Building Engineer Mr. George Koshy 

MarthaMariyamVanitha           
Samajam 

Secretary: Mrs. Lipsy Mathews; Treasurer:  Mrs. 
Soosan V Cherian; Jt Secretary: Jessy James;      
J t Treasurer: Sheeba Alex; Central Committee 
Member: Mrs Lisa George   

Sunday School Principal Mrs. Viji Kurian 

M.G.O.C.S.M Vice President: Mr. Mathai Chacko 

Secretary: Cristal Kuriakose; Treasurer: Annie 
Abraham;  Jt Secretary: Michele Pothen;                  
Jt Treasurer: Robin Mathai 

WebMaster Mr. Saju George 

Treasurer Mr. Mathew P.John 

Joint Secretary  Mr. Varghese Cherian 

Alter Assistance in charge     Mr. Abraham Pothen  

St. Mary’s Arts School 
Principal  

Mr. John Jacob (Achenkunju) 

Malayalam School  Mrs. Suja Pothen   

Prayer Meeting   Mr. Kuriackose T Chacko  

Food Mr. Benny Kurian, Mr. Jeemon Varghese & Mr. 
Mathai Thomas   
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VICAR’S MESSAGE 

Dearly beloved 

Thursday April 1st 2010, The Wall Street jour-
nal reported “when Paul Fischer checked his 
bank account, he had a happy surprise; his 
balance was close to $89 Billion”. The balance 
was a technical error by Sun trust Bank, which 
quickly fixed the problem. Mr. Fischer, a jew-
elry shop owner from Florida said ‘I was a 
billionaire for 5 hours’. We hear these kinds of 
stories every day. The surprises do not last 
long.  

 

The thief who was crucified with Jesus had a great surprise. He prayed 
“Lord, remember me when you come into the kingdom”. Jesus responded to 
him then and there “today you will be with me in the paradise” (LK 23:43) 
Jesus granted him the paradise as a result of his repentance. Inheriting the 
kingdom of God is not a 5 hour surprise, rather a long lasting experience. 
The most important message Jesus had in all his teachings is repen-
tance.  ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’(Mt.4:17). John the 
Baptist also was teaching the same message. The prophets also were teach-
ing about repentance – ‘repent and turn yourselves from all transgressions’ 
Ezekiel 18:30. Turning away from sin is the great definition for repen-
tance.  The repentance process consists of feeling sincere regret or sorrow 
for doing wrong. The sacrament of confession will lead us asking for for-
giveness, making restitution for any damage done and promising not to re-
peat the sin. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9). “He who 
covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them 
will have mercy.”  (Proverbs 28:13). Our Lord Jesus Christ also told us 
that,”...unless you repent you all likewise will perish.” (Luke 13:3). Our 
Lord Jesus Christ said to His disciples “If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them, if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 
20:22). 

Christ’s resurrection is the victory over sin, Life in the resurrected Christ 
should be our everlasting experience.  This is not an ecstasy for a few 
hours, must be everlasting life experience. 

 

Wish you all a happy Easter – CHRIST IS RISEN – INDEED HE IS 
RISEN 

Raju Varghese Achen   
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MESSAGE FROM CHURCH OFFICALS  

   HAPPY EASTER 

This morning we are celebrating the power and glory of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead and we hope this Easter brings 
hope and unity into lives of each Parish member. 

 

Church Administration would like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a Very Happy Easter. This Lent was a great spiritual bless-
ing to our Church 

 

Church extends its thanks to all  church members  for  supporting the 
Holy Week services with food, money and moral support, especially 

· Managing Committee & Board of Trustee Members 

· Alter Assistants 

· Choir Group 

· Food Coordinators 

· Martha Mariyam Samajam 

· M.G.O.C.S.M 

 

Special Thanks to Mr. Abraham Pothen  - Holy Week Coordinator  

 

                   ~ Church Officials 
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THE MIRACULOUS  HEALING OF THE CRIPPLED WOMAN   

 Let’s imagine what it would be like to be 
unable to stand up straight. It’s hard to 
communicate, hard to hear, and hard to 
speak. This passage is taken from  St. 
Luke 13: 10-17, and is about the miracu-
lous healing of the crippled woman. 

 

On the Sabbath when Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, a 
woman who was there drew his attention. She was crippled by a spirit for 
eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. She 
couldn’t look at the sky or the smiling faces of the people. St. Luke com-
mented that her crippled condition was due to Satan. Yet, the surprising 
thing was that she came to worship God in the synagogue. Although she 
was not possessed by an evil spirit, she was still suffering under the influ-
ence of it. Obviously, she was crippled not just physically but also emotion-
ally and mentally. 

 

When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you 
are set free from your infirmity”. Then he put his hands on her and immedi-
ately she straightened up and praised God. It was not just her crippled body 
that was healed, but her soul as well. Her immediate response was to praise 
God. Unlike this woman, some people appear to be free of serious problems 
in their lives. They just look happy all the time. Does it mean that they have 
no problems at all? Not really. But the Bible says that there is no one who is 
perfect, not even one (Romans 3:10). It means that no one is without infir-
mity. Like the woman in the passage, many of us have been afflicted, in-
jured and wounded emotionally and mentally at some point in our lives. Is 
it not so? 

 

 Indignant, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler 
said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on 
those days, not on the Sabbath.” The synagogue ruler became very upset 
with Jesus.  

 

Hearing what the synagogue ruler said to the people, Jesus pointed out his 
hypocrisy. “You hypocrite! Doesn’t each one of you on the Sabbath untie 
his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?  

 

Nevin Pothen 
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Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what 
bound her?” But Jesus called her “a daughter of Abraham”, a highly exalted 
title and set her free from her suffering. In fact, Jesus wasn’t disobeying 
God’s law but just showing compassion for the crippled woman. 

 

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. Jesus’ healing of the 
crippled woman shows that one of the characteristics of God’s kingdom is to 
set us free from our infirmities and that God’s grace to each one of us is very 
special. 

 

Like the crippled woman in the synagogue, many of us have been afflicted; 
we’ve been injured, either by bad relationships, or by betrayal, or maybe just 
by society. We’ve been afflicted and we can’t look up. God wants us to 
know that now is the time for you to look up. He sees you. He sees when 
you are hurting and He wants to heal you my dear friends. His work on the 
cross demolished all strongholds on your life. Now  you are free! You don’t 
have to be frightened to bring your broken heart to him. Go ahead, bring 
your affliction. He will gladly fix it. After all, He already sees you.  

 

Let us bow down and pray, “Lord, at all times I feel so wounded to see past 
my pain. Sometimes, I am too weak and too hurt to even ask for help. Fa-
ther, please comfort and hold me in your arms of love. Cover me with your 
grace and mercy. Give me the strength to look up for my redemption comes 
from you. Thank you Father for your love, your healing and your complete 
acceptance”. Amen.  
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JESUS  HEALING A MAN  BORN BLIND  

 This story begins with the disciples 
seeing a man at the temple who was 
born blind. The disciples ask Jesus, 
”Master, who sin, this man or his par-
ents, that he was born blind? Jesus an-
swers, ”Neither hath this man sinned nor 
his parents, but that the works of God 
should made manifest in him”. 

 

 In verses 6 to 8, the passage explains to 
us that when Jesus had said these things, 
He spat on the ground and made clay 
with His saliva. He then anointed the 
eyes of the blind man with the clay he 
made. Jesus soon asked him to “go wash 
in the pool of Siloam”, and so the blind man did. When he returned the 
blind man was no longer blind! He was able to see Jesus and everyone 
around him. This man’s healing was a direct result of his obedience to Jesus 
and strong faith in the power of God. The man soon left Jesus and headed 
back, passing through the town, he overhead the neighbors murmuring and 
wondering if he was the same man, who used to sit and beg. The people 
thought it was a completely different person. To put an end to these as-
sumptions the man told the people that a wise man named Jesus anointed 
his eyes with clay to HEAL him.  

 

These people named the Pharisees were a group who were very accurate to 
the law of Moses. Ironically, the Pharisees had “claimed” to know God and 
everything about the law, but the man born blind, who knew very little 
about the law; had met Jesus and encountered a miracle that these people 
could not refute. Thus the Pharisees were frustrated and asked again, how 
he had received his sight back. The blind man had told them again what 
happened…but they did not believe him. At once, they started to accuse 
Jesus of performing a miracle on Sabbath day. Some stated that the miracle 
of the man born blind was a miracle of God. This caused great contro-
versy.  In verses 18-21, it tells how the Jews still did not believe a word the 
man had said, so the Jews immediately went to his parent’s house, but the 
man’s parent did not want to be testified, so all they said is “ask him, he is 
of age”. As the story continues, The Apostle John explains to us how the 
man was sent to court, the people had denied what he had said, so they 
agreed to cast him out of the synagogue.  

Annie Abraham 



MAR 2010                                     NEWSLETTER                            VOL XII NO.2 

St Mary’s Orthodox Church of Rockland                                                              8 

 

When Jesus had heard this, He found the blind man, and offered him com-
fort and eternal life.  The blind man, did not know Jesus’ true identity, until 
Jesus had said” I am the Son of Man”, the blind man responded back saying 
”Lord I Believe”. Afterwards, Jesus had said, “For judgment I came into this 
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become 
blind.  

 

The blind man, did not know Jesus’ true identity, until Jesus had said” I am 
the Son of Man”, the blind man responded back saying ”Lord I Believe”. 
Afterwards, Jesus had said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those 
who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.  

 

We can relate the concepts of this passage to the ideas that the philosopher 
Socrates attempts to teach us. A true wise individual does not pretend to 
know things he is unaware of. Instead he or she attempts to gain more 
knowledge in fields they are weak in.   People like this are aware of the lim-
its of their acknowledge and of their ignorance’s; making them more valu-
able individuals. In comparison, the blind man did not pride himself and 
claim to know about Jesus; he merely had faith that he had the power to his 
heal his eyes.  The Pharisees claim to be so wise and disciplined in their 
understand of Christ, yet still attack Christ himself! The Pharisees act as if 
they know more than our Savior. 

 

Now I ask you what’s worse? Physically blindness? Or spiritual darkness? 
Sin clouds the mind in darkness and closes the heart of God’s love and truth. 
Only the light of God’s truth can we see sin for what it really is. From this 
passage we learn that the light is Jesus, the Lord, the Light of the World, 
who shines a new light in our lives. Jesus does that by not focusing on the 
illness but instead focusing on the human need. Now how many of you have 
walked passed a person who suffering from an illness and denies to help 
them, but all you say is they born like this, and that is that. However we 
should not be doing this, instead of just ignoring them, we should support 
them, just like Jesus did. If Jesus refuses to walk pass us, and them, then 
why should we walk pass those who are need? They aren’t any different 
from us, because we are all God’s children. Each of us has an opportunity 
for God to reveal light in elegant simplicity. One thing we should we always 
remember is that not only will He resolve our physical needs, but He will 
show us the path towards spiritual freedom. May God bless you all. 
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JESUS HEALS THE CANNITE WOMAN’S DAUGHTER  

St. Mathew 15: 21-31 

Our forefathers set forth this special passage for this Great Lent with good 
intention, because it has great theology and importance.  

 

The Canaanite women knew that Jesus is 
the only one who can save her daughter 
from the demon possession and that’s why 
she rushed to Jesus Christ in the heavy 
crowd. She came to Jesus and kneeled 
down and begged for her daughter. This 
humble Gentile woman, who is tested and 
then praised by Jesus for her faith, Jesus 
knew that her trust in Jesus or Faith in God 
is greater than anything, but Jesus wants to 
listen from her lips in presence of other people around there.  Jesus’ answer 
should not be understood as an insult, but as a way to reveal the treasure of 
the woman’s faith. Jesus simply denied her request by envisioning the fu-
ture gentile church or the true Israel will come to the Kingdom of God.  I 
am going to reveal only two things about today’s reading. They are Inter-
session and Real Eagerness to see Jesus. The New  Testament reveals 
other scriptures in St. Mark similar to this passage. 

 

Intersession: 

The modern churches or congregations may teach that there should be no 
need of any intersession and that we can directly go to God and seek the 
neediness. But our church does believe in the intersession. The great lent 
started with the intercession of Mother Mary to Jesus. There, Mother Mary 
was the mediator. Likewise, the story of Yayirose, Lazarus, Hager and Is-
mail, Isaac and Jacob, the feeding five thousand and four thousand and 
many other parables and stories. Same thing happened here with this Ca-
naanite women, requesting, praying, and begging for her daughter.  Finally 
Jesus pleased on her and redeemed their sins and her daughter is completely 
cured.  Jesus wanted to establish that the mediation or the intercession is 
very much necessary for the human life in this world.  That’s why the scrip-
ture says that we should love each other, pray for others, console others, 
and wipe the tears of others.    

Why The Lord Jehovah selected certain people as prophets, the whole 
world is His creation. He could have given messages to each and every in-
dividual instead of the Prophets. 

                 Michelle George    
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The Lord God could have saved this world from sins instead of sending the 
Son of God to world.  So the mediation started from Heaven. 

 

Eagerness to see Jesus: 

We know so many stories in the Holy Bible about this instance.  Jesus knew 
that the Gentile women will come for her daughter, and she will have ardent 
faith in God. Her faith is like a rock, and He wanted to make sure the world 
understands the mighty power and to make the gathering belief in God 
through Jesus Christ. If He didn’t want to save her daughter from the demon 
possession, He would have never cured her.  So Jesus knew her eagerness to 
seek God; likewise Zacheus. Zacheus wanted to see Jesus.  Jesus came to 
know his desire very early and looked at him and stayed with him. Also, we 
have the conversation between Nichodimus, we have Simon Peter, the thief 
on the Cross, Women of Samaria and many more. All these scriptures tell us 
that, Jesus reads our mind way before.  So if you are really eager to see Je-
sus, seek Jesus and He will definitely come to you without any doubt. If we 
think “ we pray three times a day, we go regularly to Church, we give every-
thing to the Church, we fast and meditate, we observe all Lents, we are very 
generous on almsgiving; whatever we do to please God it’s ok. If we don’t 
have real eagerness to seek the majestic and mighty power, our entire life 
will be meaningless. 

 

So my humble request to you all, during this great lent we need to take a 
decision to seek Jesus. Submit ourselves to Jesus Christ as the Knanaya 
women. If you really want to see Jesus we have to cut across the crowd of 
Satan and its web like the Gentile women and Zacheus did, he knew that he 
can’t see. Jesus in his present position and he sought other way. Likewise we 
need to elevate ourselves in spiritually and try to see Jesus, try to talk to 
Him, and He will never turn His face against us. Make sure that Jesus will 
evaluate way before we go to Him.   

 

So my prayer to Almighty God is that, this great lent will lead our life in 
spiritual path to see His resurrection, this great lent will help us to get rid of 
all the demon possessions. This great lent may help us to cleanse our mind 
before confession and receive the Holy Qurbana.  This great lent will gives 
us all kind of blessing to us and our new generation. 

 

Please remember the mediation or the intercession and the eagerness to seek 
the Kingdom of God.   
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JESUS ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM— HOSANNA   

St. John Chapter 12: 12-19 

Jesus and his disciples were on their 
way to Jerusalem. Jesus has been here 
many times before; he understood 
that this would be his last trip to Jeru-
salem. Jesus instructs two of the dis-
ciples to walk ahead and find a baby 
donkey for him to ride. When they 
arrived at Jerusalem the people 
waved their palm branches in the air 
and they laid down their clothes for 
the donkey to walk on. The people were cheering for Jesus. Jesus and his 
disciples continued to walk through the town until they reached the temple. 
The crowd was shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David, Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” HOSANNA is a cry of praise; it 
literally means “Lord, save us now.” Unfortunately, some of the same peo-
ple who were saying "Hosanna to the son of David," would soon say 
“Crucify him, crucify him” at the time of Jesus’ trial. There are several 
key points to this story. First, why is Jesus going to Jerusalem in the first 
place? Second, why did Jesus choose to ride a donkey? Third, why was the 
crowd cheering for Jesus? And the last, what is the fulfillment of Zacha-
riah’s prophesy. 

 

Let’s examine these questions:  

Let’s start with why Jesus went to Jerusalem in the first place. Jesus went to 
Jerusalem during the time of the Jewish feast Passover. Jesus knew it was 
almost time for him to die on the cross, for all the sins of the world. Jesus 
had spent many months traveling through the towns and villages of Pales-
tine?? For the last time, Jesus preached about the kingdom of God and 
healed the sick. Jesus knew His mission was almost finished. It was time for 
him to claim his title as the Messiah. As they traveled to Jerusalem, Jesus 
warned His disciples that He would soon be put to death, and after three 
days He would rise again.  

 

Let’s move forward to our second point. You might think now, out of all 
the animals, why would the Lord choose a donkey. In Old Testament times, 
the sign of a donkey was peace and humility.  Whenever someone wanted 
to establish a kingdom, they rode on a horse. Horses are considered strong, 
beautiful creatures.  

                Prince Abraham 
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They symbolize power and war. Jesus did not want to establish His kingdom 
this way. He wanted to establish a kingdom of love, humility, and peace. 
Our Lord is not a king who used force and cause bloodshed instead; He es-
tablished his kingdom through love and sacrifice and made all of the people, 
the children of God. Donkeys are often used to carry heavy loads; they are 
called the “Beast of Burden.” This again symbolizes how the Lord took the 
burden of our sins.   

 

My third question asks why the crowd was cheering and so excited to see 
him. When Jesus arrived at Jerusalem most of the people were welcoming 
Jesus. They had heard many wonderful things about him how he aided oth-
ers, how he blessed many, how he performed miracles that were unheard of.  

In Luke chapter 19 verse 36 to 38 it says: “And as he rode into Jerusalem, 
they spread their garments on the road. As he was now drawing near, at 
the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works that they had seen, saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  

As said in the passage people laid out Palm leaves and clothes on the road. 
Now this is very special because they usually only things on the floor for 
kings or great leaders. Jesus was finally being treated like a King, even 
though that was NOT His intention. They people shouted “Hosanna to the 
Son of David, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” And 
when they said this, they’re all finally acknowledging that Jesus is the Son 
of God, who came to earth to save them of their sins. My last point is the 
fulfillment of Zachariah’s prophesy. The prophet Zachariah prophesied 
about what would happen on Palm Sunday. His prophesy stated in Zechariah 
chapter 9 verse 9 “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” On the day of 
Palm Sunday this prophesy was fulfilled! It’s important to note that this 
prophesy was prophesied over 400 years before Palm Sunday! Prophet 
Zachariah accurately told the people what would happen on that day.   

 In conclusion our Lord Jesus Christ was humble in every aspect of His life. 
He always establishes his kingdoms through humility, peace and love. Like 
Jesus we need to be modest, not proud, we need to be able to do things for 
others out of the goodness of our heart. Jesus is the perfect example of hu-
mility, he is the standard that God has set for us. God wants us to be humble 
like Jesus. It was through the Father that Jesus was guided to do everything.  

On Palm Sunday, 2000 years ago a prophecy was fulfilled, a great king rode 
on a simple donkey and the crowd welcomed their Messiah, their king of 
kings, their Alpha and Omega and their Prince of Peace. May God bless you 
all. Thank you  
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PARISH NEWS 

March 6, Saturday 
Regional Sunday School Teachers Meeting  

Regional Sunday school Teachers meeting was held at St Thomas Church, 
Yonkers on Mar 6, 2010. Most of our Sunday school teachers participated. 
 
March 7, Sunday 
Thank You Message 

Thank you message was received from Mr. M.J. Thomas, Paliakkara, Thiru-
valla, thanking us for providing financial support for his son’s Engineering 
education. The charity fund was distributed in the Parumala Church. 

Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Michelle George 

Lent Season Sermon: Christal Kuriakose 

Holy Week Schedules 

Parish distributed Retreat & Holy Week schedules. 

 
March 9, Tuesday  
Mid-Lent Service 

Mid-lent service was held at 6:30 pm.  

 
March 14, Sunday 
Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Crystal Pathrose 

Lent Season Sermon: Nevin Pothen 

House Visit: 

Parish will commence house visit and house warmings after Easter. 

Malayalam School: 

Malayalam School was started today after Sunday School. 

 

March 20, Saturday  
Prayer Meetings 
This month’s prayer meeting has held at the residence of Mr. Saju George.  
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Parish would like to express thanks to Mr. Saju George and family for host-
ing this month’s prayer.  

Next month’s prayer meeting will be held at the residence of  Mr. Alex 
Abraham on April  24th Saturday at 6pm.  

 

March 21, Sunday  
Catholicate Day  

Catholicate day celebrations were inaugurated in by Rev. Fr. PHILIP 
ZACHARIA . We express our sincere gratitude to the Achen for offering the 
Holy Qurbana and inaugurating the Catholicate Day. 

Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Jaime Mangalathu 

Lent Season Sermon: Annie Abraham 

Sunday School Quiz: 

Sunday School Quiz competitions are postponed to April 11th Sunday. 

Thank You Message 

Thank you message was received from Mr Rajasekaran Nayer, Meladathu 
House, kaippuzha , Kulanadha, thanking us for providing financial support.. 
The charity fund was distributed in the Parumala Church. 

 
March 24, Wednesday 
Annunciation to St. Mary   

Holy Qurbana was celebrated today at 6:30pm.  It was a great blessing. 

Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Tiffany George 

 

March 27, Saturday 
Retreat 

Our church retreat was held on March 27th 2010. The retreat was led by 
Very Rev. Yesudasan Pappan Cor Episcopa, Vicar of St. Gregorious Ortho-
dox Church, Elmont,  Queens. Achen reminded us the importance of Prayer 
& Fasting in our lives. He exhorted that every time we pray or fast, it should 
bring a transformation in our lives.     

Mr. Baby Varghese from St. Thomas Yonkers presented a sermon explain-
ing the importance of Holy Cross during the Good Friday Service. 
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March 28, Sunday 
Palm Sunday 

Special service held today as part of the Palm Sunday.  Members took part 
in processions around the church, holding tender leaves of coconut palm 
(Kuruthola) as part of the celebrations. 

Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Michele Pothen  

Lent Season Sermon: Prince Abraham 

New Born Baby 

Congratulations to Dn. Jacob (s/o Mathai Chacko) & Neeta Mathai were 
blessed with a Baby Boy (Jacob) on March 24th  

OVBS Song Recording  

Song Recording was conducted for  OVBS after the Sunday School. 

Martha Mariam Samajam 

The following  members were elected to the various position below: 

Joint Secretary: Jessy James; Joint Treasurer: Sheeba Alex 

 

March 31, Wednesday 
Maundy Thursday (Pesaha) 

Special Service was held at 6.30pm. Most of our members attended. It was a 
great blessing.  

Bible Readings: 

Old Testament Reading: Jessica John  

 

April 2, Friday  
Good Friday 

The Good Friday Service began at 8 am and went on till 3 pm, with special 
prayers and worship. 

   

April 3, Saturday 
Holy Saturday 

Holy Saturday commemorates the day that Jesus Christ's body lay in the 
tomb. Holy Qurbana was celebrated at 10.00 am. 
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BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH  

 

Removed for the sake of privacy 
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PHOTO STORIES—OSHANA 
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PHOTO STORIES—GOOD FRIDAY  
Answers to Crossword on Page 20 : 

Across: 1) Bread 4) Thorns 7) Risen 8) Slept 9) Love 

Down: 2) Empty 3) Hosanna 5) Sacrifice 6) Cross 8) Stone 
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Story behind Easter Egg  & Bunnies 

The Easter Egg 
 
Easter eggs are a central part of any Easter tradition. Children everywhere 
have fun dyeing brightly colored eggs every year. In many countries, the art 
of decorating Easter eggs requires much skill. But why eggs? Why not an 
Easter onion? 
Eggs have stood for new life and fertility throughout the ages. Christians see 
it as a symbol of the new life brought to them with the resurrection of Christ. 
During the Middle Ages, decorated eggs were said to have been given as 
gifts. The ancient Persians decorated eggs to celebrate their New Year, 
which occurred during the Spring Equinox. For Jews, Easter coincides with 
the Passover, and eggs dipped in salt water represent new life. 
 
The Easter Bunny and Egg Hunts 
 
It is said that the hare was a symbol of the goddess Eostre. Rabbits and 
hares, like the eggs, represent fertility. Rabbits often make their nests in 
fields, and this gave rise to the children's belief that the rabbits laid eggs in 
the fields as well. Thus the Easter egg hunt was born. 
In today's culture, the Easter bunny is a fuzzy, lovable character who brings 
Easter chocolates and Easter baskets to kids on Sunday morning. He is no 
longer a symbol of fertility as in days of old. Easter baskets are supposed to 
resemble "nests" for the eggs the Easter bunny will bring. 
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Please email your articles for the next newsletter  issue to the Editors. 
    Tinky Abraham: tinkymary@gmail.com 
    Saji K Pothen: sajikpothen@yahoo.com 

 


