
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE FESTIVAL OF HOLY CROSS 

(SEPTEMBER 24TH  2006) 
 

Dearly beloved: 

 

Next Sunday, September 24th is the Second Sunday after the Festival of Holy Cross. The Holy Gospel 

reading for this Sunday is about Jesus telling His disciples to be on your guard against the teaching of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees.  
 

Please read the following Bible verses, in preparation for this Sunday's commemoration. 
 

Bible readings for Sunday, September 24th, 2006. 

(Second Sunday After the Festival of Holy Cross) 

 

Before Holy Qurbana:  
 

(1)  Genesis - 42: 9-17 

 

Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, You are spies! You have come to see where 

our land is unprotected. No, my lord, they answered. Your servants have come to buy food. We are all the 

sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not spies. No! he said to them. You have come to see where 

our land is unprotected. But they replied, Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives 

in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more. Joseph said to them, It is just 

as I told you: You are spies!. And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not 

leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. Send one of your number to get your brother; the 

rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you 

are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies! And he put them all in custody for three days. 

 

(2) I Kings - 3: 5-9 

 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever 

you want me to give you." Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father 

David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great 

kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. “Now, O LORD my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how 

to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous 

to count or number. So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between 

right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

 

(3)  Great Wisdom - 6: 1-9 

 

Listen, therefore, O kings, and understand; learn, O judges of the ends of the earth. Give ear, you that rule 

over multitudes, and boast of many nations. For your dominion was given you from the Lord, and your 

sovereignty from the Most High, who will search out your works and enquire in to your plans. Because as 

servants of his kingdom you did not rule rightly, nor keep the law, nor walk according to the purpose of God, 

he will come upon you terribly and swiftly, because severe judgment falls on those in high places. For the 

lowliest man may be pardoned in mercy, but mighty men will be mightily tested. For the Lord of all will not 

stand in awe of any one, nor show deference to greatness; because he himself made both small and great, and 

he takes thought for all alike. But a strict inquiry is in store for the mighty. To you then, O monarchs, my 

words are directed, that you may learn wisdom and not transgress. 

 

(over) 

 



Holy Qurbana 

 

General Epistles: Acts - 5: 17-32 

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with 

jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord 

opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. "Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the 

people the full message of this new life." At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, 

and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the 

Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at 

the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, "We found the jail securely 

locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside." On 

hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would 

come of this. Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts 

teaching the people." At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use 

force, because they feared that the people would stone them. Having brought the apostles, they made them 

appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. "We gave you strict orders not to teach in 

this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty 

of this man's blood." Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! The God of 

our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to 

his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We 

are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 

 

Epistles of St. Paul: I Corinthians - 2: 14 – 3: 9 

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man 

makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: For who has known 

the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. Brothers, I could not address 

you as spiritual but as worldly— mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 

ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling 

among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? For when one says, I follow Paul, and 

another, I follow Apollos, are you not mere men? What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe— as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 

God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will 

be rewarded according to his own labour. For we are God's fellow-workers; you are God's field, God's 

building. 

 

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew -  16: 5-12 

When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. Be careful, Jesus said to them. Be on your 

guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. They discussed this among themselves and said, It is 

because we didn't bring any bread. Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, You of little faith, why are you 

talking among yourselves about having no bread? Do you still not understand? Don't you remember the five 

loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four 

thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? How is it you don't understand that I was not talking to 

you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Then they 

understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees.  

 

 

With prayers, 

Thomas Alex 


